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Department of Soci :
éoueicuon of papers in this book overview the problems and prospects of rural development in
the context of neo-liberalism. Rural development in India has witnessed several changes over

the years in its emphasis, approaches, strategies and programmes. In the new development
strategy, people's participation is increasingly recognized for the formulation of plans and

successful implementation of development programmes.

Agriculture is still the major source of livelihood of the rural people but most of the illiterate
farmers have not been successful in cultivating their land economically. This leads to low
productivity, unemployment and under employment situation In the rural areas leading to
seasonal migration of rural' people into urban areas. In order to increase agricultural
production, this book focuses the importance of adoption of participatory technology, organic

farming etc.
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tural Developments: Problems and
: Constraints

Changing the Rural Scenario: The Visible
Face of the State in Rural Bengal

Indrashis Banerjee

Abstract

The West Bengal experience seemed to have illustrated the

feasibility of political change as a coalition of Leftist parties

assumed charge in 1977, basing its agenda upon revamping the

Panchayati Raj institutions and with a committed emphasis on
land reforms. While a measure of success has been largely
attributed to the political functionaries at the rural self-governing
institutions, the need remained for a study of the administrators
at the lowest levels without whom little headway could have
been made.

An attempt has been made in this presentation, based largely
upon fieldwork, both extensive and intensive, and secondary
data sources, to examine the role of the street-level bureaucrat
pointedly, the BDOin an evolutionary perspective in West Bengai
over time and across our districts in changing the rural scenario
in Bengal, seeking to address the often too delicate issues of

participation, empowerment, democracy and development.
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